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observed by Professor Tucker is 677. The total number of 
observations required was slightly over 2,000, including circum- 
polars and nadirs. 

The materials for a number of other Bulletins are at hand, and 
they will be issued in the near future. W. W. Campbell. 

Visual Observations of Nova Auriga. 

It is stated in the Observatory for March, 1901, (p. 127,) that 
Anderson's new star of 1892 in Auriga "has not been seen for 
many years " ; a statement perhaps implying, from its context, 
that Nova Auriga has been invisible. 

This star was looked for by Mr. Aitken and myself with the 
36-inch refractor on the evening of April 4, 1901, and was found 
without difficulty, though the sky was hazy and strongly illumined 
by the full moon. The Nova was fainter by 0.2 magnitude than 
Burnham's comparison-star I (chart in Mon. Not., R. A. S. for 
April, 1892,) and considerably brighter than comparison-star J. 
Its magnitude was estimated to lie at one fourth the distance from 
that of I to that of J. That is, the Nova was estimated to be of 
the 1 2th magnitude on Burnham's scale. 

The same peculiarities of focus existed as in previous years; 
and no doubt the spectrum is still nebular. No opportunity was 
available for making direct spectroscopic observations. 

My last previous observation was in August, 1898, when Nova 
Auriga was of the nth magnitude. 

The brightness of the Nova at its second discovery, in August, 
1892, was 10.5 magnitude. W. W. Campbell. 

The Crocker Eclipse Expedition to Sumatra. 

The Crocker Eclipse Expedition from the Lick Observatory to 
Sumatra, in charge of Acting Astronomer C. D. Perrine, arrived 
at Padang on April 5th, with the instruments and other freight in 
good condition. After a preliminary survey of the surrounding 
country, Professor Perrine decided to locate the observing- 
station on the plains rather than in the mountains, as, from his 
own observations and from the experience of scientific residents 
of Padang, the cloud conditions were considered more favorable 
at the lower altitudes. The station was located just outside the 
northern edge of the city, on the abandoned racetrack. Prepara- 
tions for mounting and adjusting the instruments were proceeded 
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with rapidly, and volunteer observers were arranged for shortly 
after the arrival of the party. No doubt Professor Perrine had 
the instruments in complete preparation and the assistants thor- 
oughly drilled by the time of the eclipse. 

A cablegram received at the Lick Observatory on May 18th 
stated that at the time of totality considerable interference from 
clouds was experienced; but the hope was expressed that useful 
results had been obtained. A later cablegram, on May 24th, 
presumably after the photographic plates had been developed, 
contained the gratifying information that some results had been 
obtained with all the instruments. No doubt the exposures of the 
photographic plates were made according to programme; and the 
natural interpretation of the two cablegrams is that the successful 
photographs were obtained in the intervals between clouds floating 
over the Sun. 

Further information concerning the details of the results is not 
expected until about July 10th, when Professor Perrine' s letters 
will probably arrive. 

Inasmuch as this eclipse was of unusually long duration, it is 
hoped that the results will compare in quantity and quality very 
favorably with those secured at the eclipses of short duration in 
1898 and 1900. W. W. Campbell. 

Astronomical Telegrams. 
( Translations. ) 
Cambridge, Mass., Apr. 26, 1901. 
To Lick Observatory: (Received 1:00 p.m.) 

Kiel cables that a very bright comet was discovered by 

Halls at Queenstown, April 23; it was observed at the Cape of 

Good Hope on April 24.712 Greenwich M. T. in R. A. i h 30"° 4"; 

Declination -J- 3° 27'; approximate observation, sent by Gill. 

(Signed) Edward C. Pickering. 

Boston, Mass., May 3, 1901. 
To Lick Observatory: (Received 1:40 p.m.) 

Arequipa cables a very bright comet seen in R. A. 3" 30 m ; 
Declination south i°. Probably Thursday morning. 

(Signed) John Ritchie, Jr. 

[A letter received later from Harvard College Observatory 
indicates that the comet was seen at Arequipa on the evening ol 
Thursday, May 2, at n h 35™ G. M. T.] 



